Description

During the 2014/2015 school year | wrote a grant for my Planning for Technology
course at the University of Akron. Not only was this an assignment, but the university
encouraged us to turn in our grant project to our school district. After completing my
assignment, | went to my principal to discuss the grant. After discussing the grant, she
approved it, but then it had to go the technology coordinator for final approval.
Eventually, | received approval from the technology coordinator.

Impact

Unfortunately, by the time my grant was approved it was already late in the school year.
By the time the Kindles were actually ordered and received, the school year was nearly
over. | did not have enough time to implement them the way it was written in the grant.
The purpose of the grant was to improve the student’s reading ability through the
Immersion Reading program and the Kindles. The program allowed the students to
either read the book themselves or listen to a professional narration of the story that is
read to them. When the students would listen to the professional narration, the words
would be highlighted in realtime. This school year, 2015/2016, | no longer teach 5th
grade language arts, but instead | teach 4th grade math and social studies. Even
though the Kindles aren’t being used for their intended purpose, they are still being used
in the classroom.

Intent

As | stated in my 1:1 computer initiative, my netbooks will be replaced with a set of
Chromebooks for the entire 4th grade to share. Without the netbooks, | will rely on the
Kindles for the students to use during the Accelerated Math and Xtra Math stations
during math class. The students also get in groups to complete Kahoot surveys,
discussions, and quizzes. Without the netbooks for my students, | have come to realize
how much technology has become a part of my classroom. | intend to talk to my
technology coordinator about replacing the netbooks with a set of Chromebooks for my
classroom. | also plan on discussing how we can purchase more Kindles for my
classroom. Finally, | plan on writing another proposal to my school district to see if | can
get more Kindles for my classroom. | currently have 6, but | know | will need 15-20 so
each one of my students can use a Kindle.
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